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Welcome!

...to the thirty-second Eastleigh Street Pastors’ newsletter.

At a time when dark forces in this country are wrongly using Christ’s name to spread
their xenophobia and hate it is even more important for the church on the ground to
be a practical demonstration of God’s love. Eastleigh Street Pastors continue to be a
non-denominational cross-church demonstration of God’s love and care through Je-
sus. We often pray that for the time we are on patrol we want to be Jesus’s eyes,
hands and feet.

We are also a family and this year has seen one person stand down as patrols were
becoming too much and another having a serious illness meaning that had to stop
patrolling. We have also welcomed one new trainee. We really want to keep this min-
istry going and would love to have a few more volunteers. Age is no barrier—indeed
the effect that people seeing those who could be
their grandparents on the street is amazing, but we
also need younger people too who may be more
able to connect with other younger people out.
While the training commitment of 3 weekends in 6
weeks may seem heavy, you’ll find yourself
equipped both to be able to serve God on the street
but also with skills that may be useful in your every-
day life. The commitment is then one night every 4
weeks. Yes they can be late sometimes but often
that is because we are needed. So if you are over 18
and have been part of a church in the area for a year
or more please get in touch.

Blessings,

Steve Smallwood. Coordinator Will we find some new Street Pastors
7
Eastleigh Street Pastors under the after this Christmas?



Stories from the Street

The following are some situations that
Street Pastors in Eastleigh have recorded
between January 2024 and May 2024.
They are selected from the weekly reports
that we keep. We report mainly on older
stories to reduce risk of disclosure.
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Had received a message from a fellow
Street Pastor regarding a homeless guy
who was known to the pastors. He had self
-harmed during New Year and was plan-
ning to sleep rough in Job Centre car park.
She had been in contact with him and had
said the team would met him @ 9pm with
pot noodle and spare clothing.

Whilst sorting out backpack ensuring had
hot water etc a guy turned up at Wells
Place Centre door asking if we could help
him as he had seen our SP jackets. It
turned out this was the guy we were due
to meet.

While we were checking another person
left after a previous incident, we noticed
an older male smoking and propped up
against one of the pillars. From our initial
conversation he seemed to be ok but after
checking again with him it was clear he
was in some distress and struggling to get
home. He told us that he had been out
drinking and likely had a little more than
he was used to. From our conversation he
told us that he didn’t live very far away so
we offered to help him get home safely
and he was very thankful. Although he
said that he didn’t live very far but it
seemed like a long walk as he needed to
stop quite regularly to get his breath and

compose himself. We eventually got to his
house, he told us that he lived with his
wife and we could see that the lights were
on and someone was home. He sat on his
wall to explain his personal circumstances
and why he had been drinking tonight. We
listened, comforted and offer to pray for
him to which he was extremely thankful.
At this point he got up and made his way
into his house.

Entered the Swan Centre car park from the
top of Blenheim Rd and some young men
messing about riding in a Tesco trolley but
decided to stop when they saw us and get
in their cars and go. Thankfully we didn’t
see any crashing into cars and our pres-
ence may have helped avoid that.

0

‘e

13

Advised 3 elderly gentlemen looking for a
good curry.
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Heard voices and laughter coming from
the Rec playground and found two young
ladies in drink on the large swing. They
were ok and had been out having a drink,
or two, just destressing from the pressures
of work and life.
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A car drove past with the horn going con-
tinuously, we stopped for a moment and
heard him come round again. One of us
pointed their phone at the car, and he
stopped using the horn when he saw us.
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We were alerted by CCTV of a disturbance
outside the Station Pub. It was reported



We listened, comforted and offer to
pray for him to which he was
extremely thankful.

that two males were being rather aggres-
sive after being refused entry. The door-
staff had called the police and CCTV asked
us if we could possibly help. We ap-
proached with caution and two of the
team went over to talk/listen to the two
males in question. They both seemed to
be in drink and/or drugs. They were rather
annoyed at being refused entry whilst oth-
ers were being let in to the Pub, but after
10 or 15 minutes they decided that it was
time to go home and departed offering
their thanks for listening.
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We see two females who had been arguing
earlier reconvene their argument in the
kebab shop. This is heated but not violent.
One of the team finds a way to get them
out of the shop and the females soon sep-
arate.
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Up at the precinct we met a young man
with a rolled up sleeping bag who was on
his phone trying to find a bed for the night
in the local hotels. He said the Travel
Lodge was full so we suggested the Holi-
day Inn or Premier Inn. He needed to find
somewhere that took cash as that was all
he had. He was happy to take some sand-
wiches, sweets and was especially grateful
for a bottle of water. He told us he had
effectively been homeless since age 18 and

was now 30 years old. He decided to walk
up to the Holiday Inn as he didn’t seem to
be having any success getting through on
his phone.
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At the rec playground we found a school
rucksack had been left hung on the fence
so we took it back to base and we posted
our find on the Eastleigh Neighbours Face-
book page...

(Later in the evening) As we headed off
towards Lloyds Bank we met the mum of
the school boy who had lost his rucksack
having been alerted to the FB post by a
friend. She was very grateful and had her
young daughter with her. We went back to
base and were pleased to be able to return
the rucksack to mum.
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A young man spoke to us about how his
grand parents generation were set on
meeting a girl with the view to marriage
but that the next generation were against
marriage and just went out to pick short
term girlfriends up. He explained he was
one of many (6?) siblings all with different
fathers. He believed that his generation
was going to push back to actually going
back to the old way of actually looking at
marriage as a good thing and looking at
more deeper things in the people they met
- assess what they would want in a mar-
riage. It was amazing that a guy his age
spoke so maturely about these things and
he was a real encouragement to the team
- that there is hope from the next genera-
tion.

We continue to give thanks to God for the
people we meet and the way He uses us.
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*¥***¥NEW Training course**** |

What kind of training do street pastors get? I

Our training programme equips you for everything you need to join one of our

I patrols, and aims to set the tone for continued learning while you are out on

the streets. We hope it will also equip you to be a more aware and informed
citizen the rest of the time! The training takes place alongside volunteers from

I other areas in the South—so a great opportunity for fellowship and to meet
new people. I

Examples of topics covered: Loving like Jesus; Roles and responsibilities of
street pastors; Skills - listening, caring and helping;
Street craft - observation, assessment and intervention; Police and CCTV; I
Homelessness; Drugs and alcohol; Youth and Community
To gain an insight into what it is to be a street pastor why not come on an I
observation with a patrol. To book up a convenient date just
contact the email below. I
When does the next training take place?
Friday eve 7pm — 9.30pm, Sat all day 9.30am-4.30pm, I
Sunday all day 9.30am-4.30pm

All timings and subjects still provisional I
I
I
I
I
I

Weekend 1: 20-22 March 2026
Weekend 2: 10-12 April 2026
Weekend 3: 24-26 April 2026
Email eastleigh@streetpastors.org.uk for an application form
and for more information.
Applications by end of Sunday 8 March 2026

If you can’t make the above, provisional training dates for Autumn 2026:

Weekend 1: 9-11th October2026
Weekend 2: 23-25th October 2026
Weekend 3: 13-15th November 2026
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We would like to say thank you to the team at Wells Place who often leave us g
cake for our patrols which we either bless those in need with, or enjoy ourselves &

to fuel our patrol and to keep us going! S
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are we and what do
we do?

Prayer pastors are people
from the local churches
who pray for our Street
Pastors while they are on patrol. Ideally
prayer would normally takes place at

around 8pm, although in current circum-
stances we have been experimenting
with zoom prayer groups.

The prayer pastors pray with the Street
Pastors before they go out and may be
contacted during a shift if there is some-
thing immediate to pray for. If we are
able to have teams at Wells Place prayer
pastors will often make refreshments for
Street Pastors. The Street Pastors will

ters or incidents while out. This infor-
mation is CONFIDENTIAL so you are not
allowed to discuss with others outside

The Management Committee

Chair: Martin Ward (St Mary’s Bishopstoke
CoE)

Vice Chair: To be appointed

Secretary: Eric Hyom

Administrative Secretary: Heather Beavis
(Eastleigh Baptist
Church)

Treasurer: Martin Lloyd (Thrive church)

Did you know?

Wells Place Centre on a Friday night from

probably share something of any encoun-

At the moment we have one church with
a small group who regularly pray. In the
past another church has used their small
group network . All who have been in-
volved say it has been encouraging for
those that have taken part. They feel
blessed to help provide prayer cover for
our Street Pastors.

We have a need for someone to coordi-
nate this ministry. Ideally someone who
could set up and manage a WhatsApp
group and can use zoom.

It would be a great encouragement to

have more people and more churches

involved in the prayer support. Ideally
the commitment is to pray once every
four weeks, but the coordinator would
need to check weekly for prayer cover
and manage any electronic groups.

Please contact us via
eastleigh@streetpastors.org.uk
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Other committee members:
Dave Savage (All Saints, CoE)
Eric Hyom (Holy Cross RC Church)
Alan Saunders (Eastleigh Baptist
Church)
In addition the following roles are not part of
the management committee but attend all
meetings.
Prayer Pastor Coordinator: Vacant
Street Pastor Coordinator: Steve Smallwood
Others serving:
Uniform monitor: Jeanne Donohoe

That The Ascension Trust is the umbrella organisation for Street pastors. You can find out
more about the national organisation by going to www.ascensiontrust.org.uk which covers
all their initiatives. More information about Street Pastors nationally can be found here:
www.streetpastors.org. They also have a shop where you can buy street pastor branded
goods to support the work: www.acomshop.org.uk.
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Prayer Pastors - Who the prayer team.
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Getting the

message acCross il‘|| -
We don’t really approve B
of graffiti. It generally
makes the environment
look untidy and costs
money to clean up. But
this addition to the top
floor of Mitchell Road
Car Park speaks to what
we try to do on the
Streets of Eastleigh. Sometimes people’s actions can make it difficult to act this
way—but with God’s grace we try to love all who are out at night.

(Note we didn’t put it there!)

New video for Winchester Street Pastors

IEI

The Coordinator at Winchester was approached
by a journalism student at Winchester Universi-
ty with a request to make a short news-style
item about them as part of her course. Subject
to the usual 100% editorial control, they happily E

agreed. The student joined a team for one night

with a fellow student, and the result can be seen via the QR code.

Can you Help (and you could win a prize)?

We love using Eastleigh Baptist Church Wells Place centre as our
base—but they need some help. Do you live or

work in the SO50 postcode area? Do you visit the
coffee shop or attend a group held at Wells Place

Centre? Please complete their community survey
which is the first step in considering a major build- Elﬂ :
ing project. More information and the survey can

be accessed via the QR code.



2025 in numbers

Below are the statistics for 2025 and also the statistics for 2024 for comparison. Broadly
the numbers are very similar but it is notable that the number of contacts has dropped,
particularly for late shifts. Although not shown below, we are thankful that homeless
contact numbers dropped dramatically in 2025 from 56 to 12.
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Friday nights on the
street (1 Friday not
covered by choice 2025)

,f"’j Extra patrols

2 __ Person hours on the
streets

Person hours of prayer
while SPs on the street
(no longer recorded)

w Contacts
Average contacts per
shift - Early
° Average contacts per
shift - Late
W Pairs of flip-flops

[@ People helped

@ Anti-social incidents

Note the average contact data for 2024 has been revised following the discovery of an error in
the calculation.
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Certificate in recognition of outstanding...

What is Eastleigh Street Pastors?

service helping to keep the local community safe at night

. . * U‘
Eastleigh Street Pastors is currently un- S . a
. . . N i
incorporated association of the Ascen- $ . - A
() within the Borough of Eastleig

Slon TrUSt. Thls means that the prOJeCt fi th ??SRTNE/RS/PE”PI/ F Presented on 10th January 2019 by
is an entity in its own right. However, it o Z///
is not recognised as a " legal body" so sy =y
cannot take on contracts in the name of

) . 8 Humptice 2R 4O B _rn B == z
the Ascension Trust. A constitution was —

adopted on 20th March 2009. A copy of the constitution is available from the
coordinator Steve Smallwood. We are about to become a ClIO. Membership of
Eastleigh Street Pastors is free, although members must be members of a
church and either live in; Eastleigh; an adjacent borough; or work in the town.
Volunteers and prayer pastors are automatically members. The last Annual gen-
eral meeting was on 8th April 2025 on zoom, and the next will be 15th April
2026. If you would like to volunteer, become a member, or just want to know
more, please fill in the form below or email eastleigh@streetpastors.org.uk.

Get involved!

Please complete the Slip below and return it to: [ STREET

_ % PASTORS
Eastleigh Street Pastors 7

c/o Wells Place Centre

Please tick all that apply

| would like to train to be a Street Pastor

| would like to be a Prayer Pastor

| would like to be a member of Eastleigh Street Pastors

| would like to receive occasional news and updates by e-mail

Name

Address

E-mail

Phone

| agree to my details being held on the PCs of the Eastleigh Street Pastors Coordinator




