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Prayer Letter No. 431





            Week ending 12th and 13th December 
Friday Team: Sue M; Graham; Sue L; Sue S; Peter W;  Visitor: Gratien
 Prayer Pastor: Eddie Kear 

Saturday team: Elaine Batt; Richard P; Mike B; Liz M; Jonathan
           Prayer Pastor: Chris Bourne 
 
A brief overview

Friday: Supported faithfully by the Prayer Pastors. The team did so well on a cold night with several encounters and made good use of the Safe Space at the Everyday Church in Union Street.
Saturday: A cold but busy night with the town having small groups of clubbers heading hurriedly onto venues. We played more of a Samaritan role with a smattering of interesting conversations.

Here are highlights from some of the encounters we were involved with at the weekend.
Friday
11.05  Wilkinsons - met a homeless man called D, in his 50s with anger problems.   He is going to Paul's church on Sunday and Monday he is hopefully going into rehab.  He shared some recent personal history. 

Have just delivered M, a girl in her twenties, from Pryzm night club where she was ousted.  We have walked with her as she is very upset.  She allowed us to take her to the Safe Space and they welcomed her there.  On the way she bought some chicken - by then she had realised she had lost her wallet. Pryzm staff managed to find it. 

1.10  McCluskys  - there was a middle aged man lying on a bench - he looked really unwell.  We discovered he had had a bit to drink and had fallen back on his head which was bleeding.  He was with two male friends who helped us get him up and walked him to the Safe Space where the paramedic is looking at him now.  They very much appreciated our support and all is well.  The man was very embarrassed by it all but he is in the best place.( he was taken to hospital).

1.30  Kings Tun – While we  handed out flip flops to one girl in a large group, one of the men has taken Sue S to one side and is having a conversation with her.  While we were here, someone tossed a £10 note in our hands and told us he had buried his father yesterday and this was for us. The man Sue S is talking to is a bit drunk but very angry about religion and was arguing that it had caused all the wars in the world.  We did try to talk to him about having a relationship with Jesus but he wasn't interested.
1.43  Met L, well known to the team. He asked us for food so we gave him Sandwiches.  We also gave him a photograph of him that Paul had got for him.  We had a good conversation, gave him come coffee. He may head to Safe Space later. 1.47  Gratien says:  There was an older man with a pony tail screaming at a young lad across the road.  The young guy walked from the Metro Bank towards the older man then we saw them and called it in to CCTV.  The older man had a sharp object and I called the SPs to call the police who came and stopped him and found a pen knife on him.  We were able to reunite the young lad with his other friends so he has now gone with them.

2.11  For the last 10 minutes we have had a conversation with a couple of Polish lads outside Wilkinsons who had come over to find out who we were. We had a very long and useful discussion about Jesus, the purpose of faith rather than religion, the power of justice, peace and compassion. One of the guys tried to be Devil's Advocate for a while and then admitted that he had a faith as well. 

3.20  Outside TKMaxx - it is very noisy and asked the Prayer Pastors to pray.  There are lots of police about.   
3.45  Have spent the last half hour with C who we found on a bench very drunk and being sick  He was with his two friends, all guys in their teens.  We suggested to the friends that we walk C to the Safe Space which we have done and he is now being looked after by the medics.  The two friends are also with him and will wait with him until 4am.

4.00 Saw a young guy who was drunk and feeling very ill and took him to the taxi rank by Hippodrome. The taxi man was about to take him when the boy said he felt sick.  We walked him to this amazing Safe Space and left him there.

Saturday
10.35  Just come out of Safe Space.  We are amazed by the place.  It has a good team there.  We went out the back to look at the NHS Alcohol Recovery part which is really good.  It is very quiet tonight probably because of the cold.

Outside Bill’s saw a street drinker and told him about Safe Space as a warm place he could go to. He seemed interested.  

11.05  Saw two fishermen all bundled up to keep warm - they had three lines out.  They had caught a 3lb eel.  We got chatting and they knew we were volunteers from churches. Offered them sandwiches and water, only one taker.

11.25  By M&S Home store - found a gentleman sitting on the floor who had been very sick.  He was with his friends who were trying to look after him so we walked them all down to Safe Space to be cared for.

12.35  Have just taken a young lad in his early 20s called M over to Safe Space from McCluskys.  He was very much the worse for wear.  We gave his friend a Safe and Sound card to let him know where he was.  

1.20  We got a call over the radio to attend to a gentleman outside the Kings Tun.  It turned out to be D who had slumped to the pavement, 2 police women were attending him as a member of the public had phoned for the ambulance. We said we’d assist him to Safe Space. We must have gone 4 metres when D decided he wasn’t going, at that moment the ambulance arrived and ferried him to S&S. We said we’d meet him there. Inside S&S met rough sleeper R who looked incredibly well with clean fatigues. He couldn’t praise Everyday Church enough for all they’d done for him.

1.50  Outside Bentalls Centre talking to two Islamic guys who were talking about Jesus and belief in the one God.  They talked about the Old Testament and asked did we believe in that too and we said yes.   It was a good conversation.
3.20 - 3.45  Just come back from McCluskys where we helped a girl and her friend.  The girl had lost her money to go home and they phoned the boyfriend to come and collect them.  He turned up in about 10 minutes. The security people were looking after them as well as they were quite loud and getting angry.  The girl said she had lost her ID.   The door lady at McCluskys said she hadn't got one. We left as the boyfriend and friend were calming her down and escorting her home.

THANK GOD FOR

· The excellent collaborative work of Safe Space at Everyday Church 


· The many positive interventions and various conversations about Christian faith with clubbers and rough sleepers alike

PLEASE PRAY FOR
· The team leaders and their teams out this coming weekend 19 and 20 December 
Friday – Tracey (leader), Sally D; Isabelle; William A 
Prayer Pastors: Shervin & Dave Pamphilon 
Saturday – Phil M (leader); Jim; Stewart; Alan; Tessa;        Prayer Pastor: Avril  
· The safety and effectiveness of Street Pastor teams both nationwide and overseas this Christmas and New Year
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 Jacobs 





Sue Shaw


       Street Pastor Kingston Coordinator 


Street Pastor Kingston Deputy Coordinator.
			         DATES FOR YOUR 2015 DIARY





7th February 			Kingston Street Pastor Training Day


7th March 			Street Pastor Training starts


26th April			Runner in the London Marathon


5th September 			Street Pastor Training starts


22nd November 			Street Pastors Kingston 10th Year Celebration


8th December 			Street Pastor Christmas Dimmer











Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Hon Edward Davey MP, Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.

