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Prayer Letter No. 432





        Week ending 19th and 20th December 
Friday – Tracey (leader), Sally D; Isabelle; William A 
Prayer Pastors: Shervin & Dave Pamphilon 

Saturday – Phil M (leader); Jim; Stewart; Alan; Tessa;        Prayer Pastor: Avril  

 
A brief overview

Friday: A busy night with plenty of interaction with people happy to see us or in need of our help.  Safe and Sound at the Everyday Church is amazing.
Saturday: Quite a lot of activity in the town with plenty of uplifting and encouraging comments.  Gave out loads of lollies and sleeping bags plus made really good use of Safe and Sound which is such an inspiring asset to the community and the night time economy
Here are highlights from some of the encounters we were involved with at the weekend.
Friday
10.55 Have been in the Safe Place chatting to some street homeless people, catching up with M which was amazing.  He is looking relatively sober and chatted normally.  One of the SPs was playing table tennis with the homeless people.  The police were there and the paramedics all getting a feel for the place.  It was great.

11.25 We met two 14 year old girls.  They were very drunk, they had been drinking vodka and all sorts of things.  People had been buying them drinks down by the river and they have now missed their bus.  They were really worried about their mums and their phones had died so Tracy rang their mum who was very grateful as she was starting to get worried.  Then the girls' bus came which was a Surrey bus which still accepts cash which was interesting to learn and they needed £2.60 which was exactly what she had in her pocket so praise God for that.  They were so, so grateful.  We gave them a bottle of water and some lollipops.

Opposite John Lewis by the bus stop just after the girls' bus came, a young man stopped us and he wanted to say thank you to Graham who had talked to him about a year ago.  He said he was a very angry atheist and Graham had talked to him at length and now he is a less angry atheist - he is still an atheist and he apologised for that but he felt he really needed to say thank you as Graham had really helped him.  An amazing encounter!

12.00  M&S and Vodaphone shop in Eden Street - met the older of the two street homeless, who was very angry.  He was not really drunk and he had said he had lost his rucksack and the police had taken his beer off him so he was angry.  We gave him a Christmas present which diffused him and we sent him off to the Safe Space.  Also C, the homeless lady, received a Christmas present as well for which she was grateful.  She didn't want to go to the Safe Space as she preferred her own company.  She had a new blanket which was lovely so she was nice and warm.

1.30 Pryzm - we came across a guy in his early 20s who was throwing up.  He had two girls with him.  He had injured his foot as his ankle pops out from a previous skiing injury.  He was crying in pain and that was the cause of the vomiting with alcohol as well.  One of the girls' mum is coming out to pick them up and on to A&E for an x-ray.

1.40 Old London Road - just called CCTV to watch a young couple who were having a row - CCTV were already watching them.   We have asked the police to follow them as the guy was particularly aggressive towards the young lady so have left the situation with the police.

Just on our way to McCluskys when we got a call back to Pryzm to escort a young man to the Safe Place which we are just doing.  We phoned ahead to see if they had room which they had.  So we are walking him there.  He had been very paranoid earlier outside Pryzm and the door man was dealing with him but they called us back to escort him.

Saturday
10.35 Have just clocked in with O'Neill's who are very busy.  We have had a couple of photos taken with some punters outside.  They have had chocolate frogs and lollies off us and they said we do an amazing job.  We talked a bit more with them and then moved on.

Have just met a guy sitting on the wall outside Subway who looks in a bit of a state.  We spoke to him and he said he was trying to work out how to get to Slough as the railway station was closed.  We said it wasn't closed, the shutters may be down but the entrance at the side was open.  He had crossed the road and hopefully will catch his train to Twickenham or Richmond and get himself home.  He was a pleasant, cheerful guy.

Outside Acorn which is busy.  Two guys came out and said "Street Pastors - God bless you"!

12.15 Have just picked up Jamie outside Subway who is very much the worse for wear.  We will take him to Safe and Sound to sort him out.  

12.30 Have just offloaded a young man at the Safe Place and he is being looked after and his friends are having tea and coffee and can't quite believe what is happening.  All very relaxed.  Have come outside and had a conversation with R, J, L and F.   They are having a drink sitting on the bench outside.  We had seen them earlier and promised sleeping bags so we are on our way to URC for a break and will get them then.

On our way back to the Safe Place with G and her friend M who were happy to come with us.   They were welcomed by Mary and G's face brightened up and immediately she looked better.  They have been given hot drinks and we hope they stay there for the rest of the evening.  Have just seen C who is preparing to bed down.  We have offered her a sleeping bag which she doesn't want and is not interested in the Safe Place.  

Outside Barcadia - a young girl and her partner have come up and shaken Alan's hand and said what a wonderful job we do.    She felt safe with us around.

2.30 Have had a long conversation with G and S outside Subway.  G said he wasn't a believer but gave us a lot of talk about evolution and revolution.  All good hearted chat.  

2.35 Have given a space blanket to a couple of policemen who have picked up a man who is on the ground.  They have called an ambulance and have tucked him up with the blanket and we have given them water.  They are dealing with the situation so we moved on.

2.37   Dallas Chicken - have given out loads of flip flops and lollies to people sitting outside.

2.40   Have just met up with a guy, he and his crowd who we took to the Safe Place earlier. They have cleaned him up, has been fed and is rested.  He was cheerful and laughing, and off with his friends to get a taxi home.  He was very grateful to us all.

4.00 Directed a couple to taxi ranks, and as we were coming across the road some guy came up to us and said "You are epic, thanks for the job that you do" and shook all our hands.

THANK GOD FOR

· The excellent collaborative work of Safe Space at Everyday Church 


· The many positive interventions and various conversations about Christian faith with clubbers and rough sleepers alike

PLEASE PRAY FOR
· The team leaders and their teams out this coming weekend 19 and 20 December 
Christmas Eve – Paul (leader), Luke (Leader), Tessa, Andy, Elaine. Prayer Pastors: Ian Boston 
Boxing Day – Paul (leader); Rute, Sharon M, Tony M and Sehinde.  Prayer Pastor: Simon and Martha
Saturday – Scott (Leader), Mark, Anna, Katie B and Mercy.  Prayer pastors Lorraine and Cathy Pugh
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The safety and effectiveness of Street Pastor teams both nationwide and overseas this Christmas and New Year



Paul Jacobs 





Sue Shaw


Street Pastor Kingston Coordinator 


Street Pastor Kingston Deputy Coordinator.
			         DATES FOR YOUR 2015 DIARY





7th February 			Kingston Street Pastor Training Day


7th March 			Street Pastor Training starts


26th April			Runner in the London Marathon


5th September 			Street Pastor Training starts


22nd November 			Street Pastors Kingston 10th Year Celebration


8th December 			Street Pastor Christmas Dimmer











Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Hon Edward Davey MP, Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.

