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Prayer Letter No. 434





           Week ending 2nd and 3rd January 2015
Friday Team: Tracey; Tony G; Mel; Liz                            Prayer Pastors: Anne, Shervin, Debbie 

Saturday team: Teresa; Cath H; Sue; Gina; Andy;           Visitor: Cath’s sister, Sally H
Prayer Pastor: Ann Allan 
 
A brief overview

Friday:  It has been the quietest night Tracey has ever worked.  The team were great and we had lots of good conversations,

Saturday: Despite the cold, there were quite a lot of people out on the streets and the clubs were much busier than they say they were last night.  There were groups of guys hanging around, some of whom caused some skirmishes so the police were mildly busy.  It was good we were there and we had enough to do without being rushed off our feet.   It was a shame there was no Safe and Sound…we missed it.

Here are highlights from some of the encounters we were involved with at the weekend.
Friday
11.20 Back of John Lewis by the river - we spoke to our normal young group including A, who we have been praying for some months about his financial job.  He has the job and is so pleased to see us so we chatted to them for a while.

12.00 Have been at McCluskys and have chatted to door staff.  We saw one of the packers at TKMaxx who was a young man who used to go to Tracey's youth group.  He is a 17 year old who Tracey hadn't seen for a long time due to problems at home.  It was such a joy to see him and he acknowledged Tracey and gave her a wave and a thumbs up! It is really quiet.   

1.35 Have been sitting outside Dallas Chicken with D, a street homeless.  He was very tearful and emotional saying he was off to rehab on Monday and wanted to give a message to Paul that he would be going to church on Sunday without fail.  He will be in rehab for two weeks and then he is going to Norfolk.  His auntie is coming to pick him up.  He was very tearful tonight about letting Paul down.  Tracey will talk to Paul tomorrow to get him to give D a ring.   We got D some Rennies from the shop as he had very bad indigestion.

1.40 Saw the door staff from Pryzm retrieving a man from the side of the club.  As we crossed the road we saw him running down the side again so informed the staff who retrieved him again.

3.20 Hippodrome - we saw a young lady crying so we came across and spoke to her.  She had been upset by one of her friends apparently and she was a Christian and she was very lovely.   She wanted a hug which we gave and she went off much calmer.

Saturday
11.10 Eden Street junction with Clarence Street Met a homeless lady called N who was talking to Mr M.  She lives in Richmond but is with her boyfriend in Kingston at the moment.  We asked if she was OK and she seemed to be fine.  
11.20 Heard a call from McDonalds about a young man found in the loo in a very bad way and needing an ambulance – McD were told by CCTV that they should call the ambulance.  Went along to see if we could help, which we did until the paramedics came, followed quickly by an ambulance.  The McDonalds staff didn't seem to be handling the situation with much experience though they were very kind.  We went inside and lots of young people asked for lollies….good idea to pop in regularly during our first round.   It seems a group of 5 polite well-spoken under 16yr old males had been ‘at a party’, though the (muddy) state of their shoes and trousers suggest that the ‘party’ may have been in a park rather than a house.  They all claimed that the lad had only had wine – from his appearance we were a bit dubious. The young man had been found on the loo floor without his trousers and having vomited.  The security staff had put his clothes back on.  The lad was not communicating.  The friends were unable to help us open his mobile or give much information about the lad. Teresa asked the group to stay on to help the paramedics ie answer questions and she also suggested they should talk together about what had happened and think seriously about responsible and safe drinking. Having handed over to the paramedics into safe hands we left at 11.55.  

Met and listened to Mr M - he is not in a very good way, spouting gobbledegook and seems to be saying he is possessed by demons. A couple of times during the night we saw D, the Street-homeless man who had his head bashed in with a vodka bottle on New Year's Eve.  He said since that incident he has been vomiting on and off and can't stomach food.  He says he knows he needs medical help and that although he hates hospitals he has called/will call an ambulance but we are not sure if he has or will (saw him later and he was more aggressive and confrontational.  We were sympathetic but he was not very communicative).  

1.40 Watched a guy being ejected from Pryzm for causing trouble inside. There were so many security guys from Pryzm trying to encourage the trouble maker to move further away from the venue. It looked as if the situation could escalate so called it in to CCTV who I think were already watching. The police came quite quickly.
2.00 Spotted a drunk male S late teens staggering near Pizza Hut we offered to escort him to the TKMaxx taxi rank - D and C had also seen how vulnerable he was and were advising him to get a cab home (we thanked them for being so caring and helpful).  We walked with him, helped him get money out of the ATM and then followed behind as he ran towards the end of Clarence St.  

Then, suddenly we heard a radio call from McCluskys reporting that there was somebody jumping in the Thames.  As we were not far away we quickly made our way down the slope to the river. We got there as two of the door staff, a guy and a girl, pulled the girl out of the water - apparently she got in up to her waist. From the bottom of the steps she was moved on to the ‘prom’ and then against a back wall. 

She was upset and although wet she wasn’t shivering so she was wrapped up with our space blankets. Three units of police then arrived. The girl S, late teens was asked by the police if she had fallen in the water or had she jumped - she said she had jumped.  Her behaviour was erratic and verging on hysterical. There was discussion about whether to call an ambulance, whether she would agree to being taken to hospital. The police made contact with her dad who said he would come to pick her up. When the girl spoke to her dad on the phone she promptly ‘lost it’.  With the two McCluskys staff, the four of us and 8 police there were too many people but it seemed wrong to leave – Teresa offered that the StP team would stay if the police needed to go … eventually the police decided she needed to be sectioned. They agreed to take her to McCluskys to wait until father arrived. McCluskys Staff were brilliant, as were the police although it took some time for them to work out a plan of action.

4.00 Outside Pizza Hut and have just met four Brazilian guys and Gina, who is Brazilian, explained to them what StP do and why we are out.  They admired what we were doing.  While Gina was talking to the Brazilians, a young girl, AJ, came up asking for Paul. Sue: AJ wanted to be remembered to Paul.  She wanted to talk about what happens when you die.  We told her that God loves her and it was a positive encounter.  She wants us to pray for her as she is having a smear test and is frightened that it might be something serious.

THANK GOD 

· That Street Pastors were able to help several vulnerable young people 
PLEASE PRAY FOR
· The team leaders and their teams out this coming weekend 9 and 10 January, 2015 
Friday – Sue Murvill; William; Peter W; Tae Seok; Katie C;      Prayer Pastors: Analice and Simon
Saturday – Paul; Jonathan; Sue L; Tim; Alison;                      Prayer Pastor:  Anna Teitz

· The young woman who jumped in the Thames, that she will receive the help she needs.
Paul Jacobs






Sue Shaw

Street Pastors Co-ordinator




Deputy Street Pastors Co-ordinator
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			         DATES FOR YOUR 2015 DIARY





7th February 			Kingston Street Pastor Training Day


7th March 			Street Pastor Training starts


26th April			Runner in the London Marathon


5th September 			Street Pastor Training starts


22nd November 			Street Pastors Kingston 10th Year Celebration


8th December 			Street Pastor Christmas Dimmer











Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Hon Edward Davey MP, Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.

