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Prayer Letter No. 436




          Week ending 16th and 17th January 2015
Friday Team: Luke, Fariydoon, Sally D; Katie B
Visitor: Pat
Prayer Pastors: Avril and Jim S
Saturday team: Phil, Tessa; Alan; Mike B; Stewart


Prayer Pastor: Pippa Luff (new) 
 
A brief overview

Friday: Overall it has been a relatively quiet evening but we were called to three lots of people. Nothing too difficult to deal with, although we were asked by the head doorman of Pryzm to help a girl with her taxi fare. 

Saturday: A quite cold and drizzly night with lots of action out and about.  Lots of very positive comments from people, numerous directions given and being able to give out sandwiches proved very popular. We really missed Safe and Sound.

Here are highlights from some of the encounters we were involved with last weekend.
Friday   
11.00 Met homeless guy outside McCluskys. Asked if he wanted a sandwich, but he declined and also declined prayer. However, he said he was going to Paul’s Church on Sunday. 

11.25 Chatted briefly to homeless guy near Pryzm and gave him some sandwiches.

11.40 Outside Wilko and we met a group of mainly Polish possibly homeless people, there were about six of them and they accepted our sandwiches.  One of them was a lady that we met about a month ago who had a black eye.  She said she was two weeks into detox and looked a lot better than we saw her last time. At the same time, Fariydoon chatted to lady in her early 20s who was studying Psychology.  When he last saw her in December she was homeless but apparently she has found somewhere to live now.  She accepted sandwiches.
12.45  Now outside the Bentalls Centre and came across a group of four guys in their 30s.  They are either homeless or on the verge of being homeless.  We gave three of them sandwiches and told them about KCAH. One accepted prayer as he had a bad back. J also requested a sleeping bag which we gave him. 
13.00 We were called to the Druids Head, to a lady in her early 20’s who was very drunk and being quite stroppy. She was with a friend who was fed up with her, and Sally chatted to the lady. Eventually a phone call was made, and someone from Epsom agreed to come and collect her. We left her with the doormen, but came back and checked on her a couple of times, before she was picked up. 

13.30 We were called to a couple who were having a domestic and had been causing problems. They were on Kingston Bridge, and possibly one of them had gone onto the edge of the bridge. A doorman from McCluskies persuaded them to get off the bridge.

2.30  We had a very good chat with the taxi marshall there, a Muslim guy we have come across before.  He accepted prayer at the end of the chat.

3.00  Were called to Pryzm to a lady in the club whose friend had gone home and left her there.  Their deal was that she paid the taxi there and the friend would pay the taxi back so she was stranded with no money to get home.  As we were having a chat to her, a member of the public donated £10 and Sally donated £5 and Fayridoon donated £1 and the door man checked the price of the taxi so it was all sorted out.

3.10 Met two women in their early 20’s who were standing outside of Rotunda, shivering and waiting for a lift. We gave them both space blankets. 

3.40 J, one of the homeless guys we had met earlier in the evening, asked for a sleeping bag. We were just opposite the URC, so Luke went in to get one from the URC.

Saturday 
11.00 On the riverside - just picked up E, a young girl, who is 16, whose friend has just been taken off in a white police van.  She is wandering around on her own so we are escorting her to the police station to see if she can help with this other young girl who is 13 who has been taken into custody.  She is quite distraught.  

11.05 E is unburdening herself to Tessa at the moment who is doing a good job calming her down.

11.15 Have left E at the police station.  They are looking into the whole matter and E is sitting there quite relieved and eating something.  The police officer there has been really helpful and kind to her.

1.20 Have had a long conversation with rough sleeper L who is sitting in the doorway of the Chelsea shop.  Two guys have stopped us to offer us money which we had to refuse but suggested they give it to L which they did and had a conversation with him.  They came and thanked us for directing them to L.  We gave L water, food and lollipops.  
1.20 Talked to a girl sitting on a bench near Pret a Manger who was in tears.  We calmed her down a bit and we think she had had a run in with her boyfriend.  We gave her water and lollipops.  She told us it was her birthday.  We stayed with her until her boyfriend came and they made it up and are staying at a local hotel for the night.

2.10 Just had a conversation with P who is rough sleeping outside Strada in the alleyway there.  We have given him sandwiches and gloves and are going to get a sleeping bag for him and bring it over later on.

2.15 Lot of activity outside Hippodrome and have just helped a guy who has thrown up in the middle of the road.  We tried to clean him up but he is not very receptive and Stewart is offering him water but he doesn't want that either.  We have got him to the pavement and sent him on his way.   Two guys came past and said "these are the Street Pastors and they do a fantastic job". 
3.20 Have met up with more homeless people and we have given out more sandwiches to them.

3.30 Still outside Wilkinsons - Stewart has had a long conversation with A from Poland who gave him his life story.  We gave him sandwiches and he shook all our hands.   
3.45 Just finished a conversation with J who wanted the opportunity to talk.  He comes from South Africa and was very appreciative about us.  We gave him a card and Stewart invited him to his church.
4.00 Outside the church and we have had a number of conversation as we were coming in.  The end of the evening was really positive.

THANK GOD 


·  For the many opportunities last weekend to help people who are homeless and young vulnerable women. Pray that their encounters with Street Pastors will make a lasting impact.   
PLEASE PRAY FOR
· The team leaders and their teams out this coming weekend 23rd and 24th January, 2015 
Friday – David R; Carole; William; a.n.other

Prayer Pastors: Chris B; Lorraine;  
Saturday –
Meryn; Mark; Howard; Mercy;

Prayer Pastors: Steve P; Trevor
· For those struggling with drink problems –ask God to help them to make wise choices. Pray especially for E who also suffers with extreme anxiety and for her grown up son D who has anger management problems. 
Paul Jacobs






Sue Shaw

Street Pastors Co-ordinator
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			         DATES FOR YOUR 2015 DIARY





7th February 	Kingston Street Pastor Training Day.  Begins with breakfast at 8am. Finish 12.30pm. St Peter’s Norbiton.


7th March 			Charities Fair Day – Shepperton Village Hall


				Volunteers needed to publicise KSP work.  10 – 2.30pm


26th April			Runner in the London Marathon. Sponsors needed.


10th May 			10K Sponsored Walk along River Thames. 


				Volunteers needed to walk and raise money for KSP














Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Hon Edward Davey MP, Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.

