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Prayer Letter No. 441


               
    Week ending 20th and 21st February 2015
Friday Team: Luke; Carole B; Isabelle; Tony and Anne Geater;             Prayer Pastors:  Chris B; Cathy P
Saturday team; 
Teresa; Howard; Mark C; Katie C; Liesl
  Visitor: Tony Barros
    Prayer Pastors: Nuno  
A Brief Overview

Friday: It has been quite a quiet evening but with a potential suicide situation at the end to deal with.
Saturday:    We didn't have to deal with any drunken people so for us a peaceful but still busy evening with time to talk to people.  Most conversations not very deep but one was both long and deep.  We are grateful for Nuno joining us at late notice (9.45pm) and making it possible for us to go out.

Here are highlights from some of the many encounters we had last weekend.
Friday

10.45 Opposite Superdrug - met homeless man called L (not the addict) and chatted with him.  He didn't want a sandwich but if we could get him something hot he would appreciate it. We bought him some chips. 

Isabelle:  Just spoken to C, the older homeless lady who sits on the corner by Monsoon, who was listening to the radio.  She seemed quite comfortable and didn't want anything.

11.00 Saw the homeless ex-army man R by the station who was shivering profusely so we gave him a sandwich and sausage roll.  He also accepted prayer.  

12.00 Had a 10 minute conversation with a guy C, a 25 year old from Southern Ireland.  He came up to us slightly the worse for wear with drink and he is having problems with depression and panic attacks.  We gave him a Samaritan's card as he said he had been suicidal at 15 and also a SP card. 

12.10 Carole:  He said he was very low, very low indeed.  He appreciated our care for him even though he didn't want to accept prayer but we recommended that he try Kingsgate and gave him a SP wristband.  He felt that only his girlfriend and SPs cared for him.   

12.45 We chatted to a taxi marshal there who told us about a lady who had no money and was quite drunk so we are now walking her to the bus stop.

Carole:  1.35 We have called back to URC as the young lady called A was unable to get on a bus as buses now won't take money, nor would they take Tony's contactless card. Given that we have two married couples here tonight, Tony and Anne have just quickly run her back to the Surbiton Library and are coming back.  We couldn't see any alternative to that given that she is very, very cold.  The only other alternative would have been to turn away and leave her until 5am or take her to the police station.   She was happy for the lift and could not understand why a group of people would do so much for her.  She now has a SP card and knows something about SPs. 

2.50 Anne:  we have just met a homeless man and offered him some food which he turned down saying his stomach hurt too much.  

3.30 Chico land - have just been talking to a guy called C in his late 20s/early 30s from Brazil. He told us that he was quite interested in Christianity and religion.  We gave him a Street Pastors card

3.45 We had a call to help a lady who had been unconscious outside Pryzm. Later radio confirmed she had been sleeping, but had woken up and was very stressed and threatening to take her own life.

3.50 We arrived to help the lady. She was probably late teens or early twenties. A paramedic from Pryzm was with her and told us she was talking of taking her own life. Anne and Isabelle got down on the ground to speak to her. Isabelle confirmed that she said she had been feeling suicidal for some time, and if she got home she would take her own life. We saw no other option but to call an ambulance, but CCTV did this for us as they had been monitoring the situation from the start, and we had been in contact with them. The ambulance arrived in about 10 minutes and Luke briefly updated them of the situation before they got to the girl. 

4.10 We have handed over the lady who was threatening to take her own life to the ambulance crew and hopefully she will be given appropriate help. We then headed straight back.

Saturday 
10.25 Whole street team (5) out for the first hour until our prayer pastor from the Brazilian church came at 11pm.
12.00  Outside Entertainer - Spent half hour talking to a Polish guy A who is possibly late 20s/early 30s.  When he said hello to us we all realised immediately that he was almost ready to burst into tears and that he needed to talk.  Eventually he opened up: since a knee injury he hasn’t been able to work and now has no job, even though his previous employers would like him back, but he felt this would be too physically demanding.  He said he makes an effort to be smartly dressed and knew that we and others wouldn't believe that he was homeless. Although he knows a lot of the Polish (homeless) people around in Kingston he keeps himself to himself.  He has his stuff hidden and does have a spot where he sleeps. Things are not helped by the fact that he has had his papers stolen. He can’t see where/what next and at one stage he said he knew that the solution to his problems was, a ‘bad’ solution.  At least two of us looked at each other suspecting he meant the worst.  He mentioned he is going to an Alpha Course at Everyday church with two Englishmen.  We did pray for him and said we would look out for him. He was very sad.  

12.10 A young man in his early 20s came up and asked who we were and what churches we came from.  We were all from very different church backgrounds, he said he was Pentecostal and he wondered how we could work well together. We pointed out that we have a lot in common.  
2.00 Back of BHS Approached by regular homeless  man S with his girlfriend who looked very cold. They said they had had a really bad 24 hours but we don't know why.  Both were very coherent; asked for food which we gave and also some lollies and water. Popped back into KURC to get a sleeping bag plus a sweatshirt and a scarf for his girlfriend.  Then they look much happier now.
3.20 Everybody seems to be dispersing from TKMaxx but there was a group that we all felt might explode so we called in to the Prayer Pastors to pray.  

Thanks team, especially Nuno, our blessing from Heaven; without him we couldn’t have gone out.
THANK GOD 


· The Street Pastors were able to provide a listening ear to desperate people



PLEASE PRAY FOR

· The people we met who were so depressed and sad that God would meet their needs
· The team leaders and their teams out this coming weekend  27th and 28th February 2015 
Friday – Phil; Alan; Tessa; Tony; Sharon


Prayer Pastors: Lorraine; Pippa    
Saturday -
Scott; Mike; Gina; Mercy                                 Prayer Pastors: Cathy C; Shervin
Paul Jacobs






Sue Shaw
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Street Pastors Co-ordinator

       


Street Pastors Deputy Co-ordinator
			         DATES FOR YOUR 2015 DIARY


7th March 			Charities Fair Day – Shepperton Village Hall				               	Volunteers needed to help from 10 am – 2.30pm


26th April	Street Pastor Tony Maxwell will be running in the London Marathon. Sponsorship forms available.


10th May 			10K Sponsored Walk along River Thames. 						Volunteers needed to walk and raise money for KSP














Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Hon Edward Davey MP, Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.

