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Street Pastors Kingston
St Peter’s Hall
London Road
Kingston
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                                                                                        KT2 6QL
Reg Charity No: 108 6608
Tel. 020 8547 0566
kingston@streetpastors.org.uk
www.kingston.streetpastors.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/StreetPastorsKingston
Text SPKN to 70070 followed by the amount to donate, £10, £20, £50

Prayer Letter 499                                                                 15th and 16th April 2016
Friday: Phil M (L); Isabelle; Mike and Rosemary Bibby; Janet McRae; PP: Avril

Saturday: Meryn (L); Jonathan; Esther and Joshua Doh; PP: Simon and Martha Parker

Overview
Friday: We have had lots of engaging conversations and one nasty incident we had to deal with, along with the police, and later had to give further statements.  By and large people were really pleased to engage with us and acknowledge our presence out on the streets. A full on team effort. Well done to you all.
Saturday:   A quiet night with not much happening and few meaningful conversations.  The weather was dry and cold, especially in the north wind.  The team was great, and attentive and supportive of each other.



Highlights
Friday
11.35 Subway - we are getting drinks for the guy sitting under the bridge at the railway station.  We have seen him before, didn't need a sleeping bag and said had somewhere to go tonight.  After a while he seemed to want us to move on as he wanted to ask for money from the passersby.
11.45 Have given out our first pair of flip flops to a young lady. She had the most tremendous pair of black high heels and had just sat down and complained her feet were killing her as we came along.  We offered her flip flops and she was ecstatic!   Her friends joined her and we had an uplifting encounter with them.
12.50 Have spent time with the staff at Hippodrome and the guy at the taxi kiosk.  They have 700 in and have a queue and expect more in.  They have reduced their prices.
1.00 We met R and gave her a pair of flip flops and she went absolutely bonkers, group hugs, cheering and shouting and has gone off with her friends. Not sure what to make of it all!
1.02 Dallas Chicken – things took a turn for the worst and we became aware of a big fight where somebody had been attacked and knocked to the ground.  We were able to call in CCCT who were able to see the miscreants departing down Old London Road. We were able to give a on the spot description to CC who followed them via CCTV and direct the police.
1.20 We are now giving the police more details as they managed to stop the boys in their car outside Subway.
1.50 On our way back to church with two of the policemen to whom we have to give statements.  The police have been dealing with the incident we saw earlier and were involved in calling it all in.  We have now got to go back to URC to give our statement.  We have given out lollies and talked to a lot of people about what happened tonight.  They were talking to us about SP on the streets and security and they are generally pleased with our presence.  We also gave out details of bus routes to quite a lot of people on the best way to get home.  

2.45 Mike spent a long time with the police giving his statement about the incident and the punch up that occurred earlier on.  
2.50 We have been outside Hippodrome and had a talk with two guys about Christianity.  One was a bit worse for wear so we gave him water which perked him up and we lit his cigarette for him.  Shortly after we met a guy who lives in a hostel in Kingston.  Several of his mates go to Phil's church.  

Saturday
11.15  Viper Rooms - we spoke to the door staff.  They have a ‘Picking’ system.  People in the office watch punters approaching the door staff, along the route marked out by railings, via a CCTV link.  They note how they walk, their dress code and shoes, and look for tell-tale signs of an undesirable customer.  Using their ‘Right of Admission Reserved’ authority the ‘undesirables’ are asked to step outside the line, and then they are told they can’t go in.  It worked seamlessly and appeared to be quite accurate during the five minutes or so we watched.  Some discontented punters!

11.45  Spoke to door staff at Pryzm.  One of door staff commented on how cold it was tonight and how terrible it must be for the homeless. We met Mr M, C and three other possibly homeless people or part of a Polish group who support the homeless.  C appears to becoming paranoid.
01.15  A group of people asked where the Hippodrome was or where St James Road was.  They appeared to be a group of people Down's Syndrome or similar to a greater or lesser degree.  Three of the group were in wheelchairs.  We told them how to get there and advised them that Hippodrome might not let them in as it was 1.15 already.  They were full of ‘the joys of spring’!

01.30  We met J in his 30s, who is homeless and asked us if there was a night shelter anywhere that he could go to.  We told him there was not for tonight, but that he could go to KCAH on Monday between 10:00 and 13:00.  We offered him a sleeping bag which he accepted.  He says he has been homeless for a month.  He worked in Kingston area for nine years, and then went to Norway for a better job, but he could not handle the cold so he returned to UK.  We gave him a sleeping bag, mattress, blanket, sleeveless jacket and another padded jacket.  We have given him a cup of tea and some biscuits.  We have also given him the number for KCAH.
03.50 A guy late 30’s asked us what we did and did we get paid.  We told him we were willing volunteers.  He was extremely indignant and tried to force £10 each on us and because of his manner, we walked quickly away.  It reminded me of the attitude of people to Jesus; non-Christians can become angry and indignant about freely given agape love.  
THANK GOD   
· Street Pastors were able to help the police with a serious incident on Friday night

PLEASE PRAY FOR
· Sue Murwill who has been diagnosed with secondary cancer. 

· Prayer Pastor Julius Zaddora who has severe back problems.
· The teams out this weekend
Friday: Teresa (L); Tessa; Tony and Anne Geater; PP’s: Mike Sainsbury; Cathy Crocker;
             Saturday: Graham (L); Joshua and Esther; Sally Dias; PP: Christiana Turay; a.n.other
· Rob Nugent who is running the marathon for us on Sunday 24 April. 

           Sue Shaw, Acting Co-ordinator, Street Pastors Kingston  
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Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.
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