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Text SPKN to 70070 followed by the amount to donate, £10, £20, £50

Prayer Letter 500                                                                22nd and 23rd April 2016
Friday team :- Teresa, Tony G, Anne G, Tessa

Prayer Pastors:  Cathy C and Mike S

           Saturday team : - Graham, Sally, Joshua and Esther
Prayer Pastors:   Ray and Christiana T 



Overview
Friday: A night without vomit but then we didn't see so many people as the streets were relatively deserted.  To a certain extent it was difficult to keep ourselves motivated as there weren't so many encounters.  BUT the second half of the night we were lead to some significant conversations.  Thanks to the team staying the course.
Saturday: A quiet start to the night soon gave way to two long and busy rounds. There were several occasions when we were in the right place at the right time. Fantastic team, taking responsibility without fuss, with reliable prayer support throughout.





        Highlights
Friday
10.30  Police came to give us a briefing. We met N sitting on the ground with her sleeping bag.  She told us that it is three months today since she became homeless.  We offered her drinks but all she was interested in was alcohol, saying she is an alcoholic. She refused the offer of water or coffee. 1.30 None of us recognised somebody who came up to greet us - a much slimmer but rather drunk Mr M!   He told us that he has been in prison, where he lost weight, and that he has lost his flat.  He didn't tell us why he was in prison but did ask us for food, and told us to bring it to him to William Hill's doorway where he planned to sleep. Got the fish and chips from the Fish bar – they generously gave us a proper meal for the price of chips only. 
Tessa:  About 2.30 and chatting to a voluntary police man. He felt it was difficult to believe in this age.  I reassured him that God loved him and valued him and is everywhere.  I felt that what I had said had an impact on him.  I suggested he try out Little Way Healing ministry I volunteer for.  We talked about prayer - that you can say one but it has to come from within you, from your desperation, from your heart.  I hope I left him with the idea that God had directed us to him.
3.50 On our way back to KURC a young African man with two girls asked to have a word. He was emotional (and probably a little drunk).  He started out asking if he could do what we were doing and make something of his life by doing something useful and to help people….he was in tears.  The evening seemed to have gone a bit wrong for him, and his girlfriend wouldn’t leave him alone, and kept apologising.  Regrettably the conversation was not going anywhere so we just had to leave them to look after him.  


Saturday
11.25 At the station we found A and L sitting out. They have one sleeping bag between them. L has a chest infection. They are expecting someone from "No Second Night Out" to meet them at about 12.00. We bought them a roll from Subway, and promised a sleeping bag later.

11.45  Back at URC briefly to pick up a sleeping bag. At the top of Clarence Street Kingsgate church people are handing out bacon rolls so we have taken some for the homeless people.

12.00  Delivered the sleeping bag to A and L and bacon rolls.
12.02  Have had a call from Hippodrome about an intoxicated male with no friends around.  
12.12 Nearing Hippodrome we met a very pleasant Irish lad who wanted to know who we were. He had had a Christian upbringing, but defined himself as agnostic now. We encouraged him to keep seeking, asking questions, develop a faith which made sense to him, and reminded him that God still had him in his hands. It was frustrating to cut the conversation short having promised to go to the Hippodrome.

1.00  We have just managed, after 45 minutes, to get M, a very drunk man that we were called about, into a taxi and away home.  He is Polish and it was a real struggle to understand exactly what he was saying.  We gave him some water which helped to sober him up. We believe there was someone in the house so he could ring the bell to get in.  He had about £14 on him but the cost of the taxi was more than that so we have happily contributed to the fare. He eventually found a payslip with his address on it which was handy.  By the time he got into the taxi he was most grateful for all the help he was given and hugged us all.  He was still drunk but at least on his way home.

2.20  We have been called by O'Neill's to come to a man who is very drunk, has fallen over and banged his head three or four times.  He is bleeding so we are heading over to them as fast as we can. Have arrived at O'Neill's and the boy is lying on the ground and the police have already called the ambulance.  The man wasn't unconscious in any way and the blood was fairly superficial but he was agitated.  Eventually he got up and ran away but the police caught up with him again in the Market Square and are now waiting for an ambulance.  

2.40  We got to the Market Square and came past the Hippodrome and saw a young lad sitting on the pavement.  We went over to him and he was very drunk. With help from R a bystander we picked him up and took him to his friend in Union St, who was also very drunk and incoherent.  At that point there was a lot of vomiting. The bystander R, to her enormous credit, suffered much of it on her legs and shoes, but did not flinch. The lads may both have taken drugs as well. The ambulance arrived and dealt with the men who needed some care and attention.   R said she was a Christian and would very much like to do some Street Pastoring once she has finished her degree. She would certainly be a natural for the job.  

3.21  Back at the station and find that A and L are sleeping using the sleeping bag we gave them.  They obviously haven't been picked up by the No Second Night Out people.   As they were asleep we didn't trouble them.

3.42  Back into URC for the night now.  We have had two long shifts and everything is pretty quiet at Pryzm and at Hippodrome.  We had several good conversations coming back but are calling it a day.               

THANK GOD   

· Rob Nugent safely completed the London Marathon in 4hrs 20 mins.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
· Sue Murwill and Julius Zaddora with serious health issues. 

· The local police, for wisdom, patience and courage in their dealings with the public  
· The team out this Friday: Elaine Batt (L); Sue Liptrot; Alan Dean; Zainab Turay; Gratien Pillai; Dina Halsey;

           Sue Shaw, Acting Co-ordinator, Street Pastors Kingston  
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Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.
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