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Prayer Letter 513                                                                         22nd and 23rd July 2016                     
Friday: William Allberry (Leader); Tony Geater; Anne Geater; Brenda Robertson; PPs Avril Ashworth; Eddie Kear


Saturday: Luke Randall (Leader); Joshua Doh; Esther Doh; Jeaguk Na (1st round); Jonathan Rudd (2nd and 3rd rounds); Charlie Bamford (observer); PPs Mike Sainsbury, Simon Parker. SAFE SPACE @ EVERYDAY CHURCH
Leaders Overview
Friday William “After a hot week, even though the weather was slightly cooler, the town was surprisingly quiet. We had the usual friendly encounters with both pubbers/clubbers and street homeless. Lots of welcome flip-flops and bottles of water.”
Saturday Luke “Overall it has been a good natured evening with some good conversations. It was a very quiet evening for Safe Space. We still had some good interactions and managed to get some good footage for the Street Pastors video.”
Highlights
Friday
10.20 By the river outside Browns, a young lady called Vanessa came to talk to us and tell us what ‘good eggs’ we were; a while ago she had been in Winchester and had fallen over, and was tended to and given a ‘Jesus plaster’ which she was very pleased with! She kept reiterating what ‘good eggs’ we were.

11.10 Two young ladies outside Tesco, on their way home after a good night, asked for lollipops which we happily gave them and wished them a safe journey home.

11.15 Outside Wilco, spoke to L, sitting on the pavement – she asked for a sleeping bag, saying ‘they’ were still sharing one (we thought she meant with A, over the other side of the road). We felt uneasy about the sleeping bag request: she had asked me for one as if it was her right, as I went into URC two weeks ago. Asking me to give it to her at the station. We did in fact take an old sleeping bag out with us but didn’t see her again. 
2.50 Had a long chat with the Hippodrome manager. They will go on until 3.30 tonight; their licence allows them to continue until 4, but the police prefer them to close earlier. In practice they start shutting off areas bit by bit to ease people out. Opposite the grocery we spoke to two friends of Mr M, one of whom, F, said he hadn’t eaten, and we got him sausage and chips. 

3.20 We found a police van in the middle of the pedestrian part of Clarence Street, empty but with its lights on and engine running. We called in to CCTV to ask them to keep an eye on it. They didn’t seem concerned, and said that there was a police operation nearby (although we couldn’t see any sign of this). Further up the road we found a group of officers and another van, and they said this was not unusual – they call it ‘Run Lock’ where they leave a van in this state, but always locked!

Saturday
10:20 We just met a guy called Little J who is homeless. He wanted some chicken so we bought him some and walked him along to Everyday church. 
11:10 Just walked along Canbury Gardens to the Boater’s pub and chatted briefly to the doorman. It was relatively quiet by the river but a number of young people were congregating there. Probably not worth including in future rounds unless done at the very beginning when light not completely gone.
11:45 We have just been past Prysm where we were able to interview Alex, the head of security, for the Street Pastors video. Along from Prysm opposite Dallas Chicken we also met B, who is well known to Charlie, and his friend S who is homeless. We asked Ben if he wanted to say something for our video but he was a bit shy. We bought them coffee and sat and spoke with them for a while.

12:00 We met a young man aged 22 and his friend opposite John Lewis who we interviewed for the video. They were very complimentary about Street Pastors (although they kept calling us ‘Street Patrol’). We then went up to the Viper Rooms again and spoke to R, the Iranian taxi marshall. We had a great chat and he shared encouraging news. 
12:40 At the end of our coffee break in Safe Space a 21 year old male had a panic attack outside Everyday church which the team dealt with. Charlie spoke to the young woman who was with him who was blaming herself for his panic attack saying that she had brought it on. She had her own mental health issues, specifically anxiety. We talked about getting into negative patterns and her symptoms triggering off his symptoms and tried to discourage her from blaming herself and get her to focus on positive mental health strategies.

1:25am We spoke to Mr M and his friend P, A black male originally from Burundi, who was complaining that his hand was numb and he couldn’t move his fingers. He asked for a bandage. Charlie looked at it and recommended that he go to A&E if he couldn’t move his fingers or make a fist. He still wanted a bandage and also wanted us to pray for him so we did both but told him that he needed to get it looked at. He told us that he had attended church occasionally before he became homeless. 
3:30 Charlie had a long conversation with Little L. He asked Charlie to pray for him and M, his girlfriend because he’s thinking about going into detox which would be at least a 2 month process. He wanted us to pray that he and his key worker and his girlfriend and her key worker would all end up in the same room so that the decision could be made for them both to go into detox. At the same time, Luke spoke to someone called J who is homeless. He said that he believed in God and goes to church occasionally.
THANK GOD

· For the Iranian Christians and growth in their church family

· For the work of Safe Space and Everyday church

PLEASE PRAY FOR

· Smooth negotiations allowing Iranian Christians to meet in a local church
· All who are suffering with illness or injury including; Sue Murwill (cancer), David Rosemeyer (heart bypass), Julius Zaddora (back injury), Jim Strang (hip replacement) and Andy Clarke (abdominal obstruction).
· Elizabeth Osei who has resigned as a Street Pastor as she is continuing her ministry in Stratford overseeing three Methodist churches.

· The team out this weekend:-
Friday: Graham Hayman (L); Isabelle McGrath; Tessa Macleod; Alan Dean; Sarah Stokes (observer)

PP’s: Pippa Luff; Sue Liptrot;
Charlie Bamford, Co-ordinator, Street Pastors Kingston
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Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.
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