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Prayer newsletter 525



28th 29th and 31st October 2016 
Overview
Friday 28th:  William  “A surprisingly quiet evening.  We felt people were holding back with the expense of a long weekend ahead, with Saturday and Sunday and then Halloween.  The streets were quiet, though the Viper Room seemed to be busy; everybody seemed happy.  We had a great team and we all had a chance to have conversations with a lot of people, young people as well as the homeless.”

Saturday 29th: Mark “Excellent interactions with a variety of people.  It was uplifting and rejuvenating and felt the Holy Spirit was with all of us tonight.  As always - thanks for the help and support of a great team.  They were all a credit to Street Pastors and look forward to serving next time.”

Monday 30th: Meryn “We were extremely busy on Halloween night with several very needy people including Jane* who you can read about below.”
 


THE STORY OF JANE* - HOMELESS, VULNERABLE, AT RISK 
10:30 Meryn: Outside the Ram at the back by the river. We met Jane who is homeless and she asked for a sleeping bag. She said she would meet us in half an hour. She says she’s been homeless for 9 months.
Charlie: With Jane was Mike*, a male who looked to be about 40 years old. He’s currently homeless and staying with a friend. This evening he said that he was staying with Jane in order to, in his words ‘protect her’ and ‘look after’ her. He also suggested that Jane might be selling herself on the streets and that he didn’t like the idea of her having sex with other men. He told us that they were “on again off again” as partners for the last 9 months. He talked for a while with Tessa and I about his struggles to give up alcohol and having trouble filling his time. We made some suggestions but they weren’t particularly well received. We are going to try and meet up with them both later to give them a sleeping bag for Jane. Mike said that he suspected that Jane may be pregnant but he wasn’t sure because he said that she wasn’t always honest with him.

Jane talked about how she had lost her young son to cancer and ‘lost the plot’ as a result which was what led to her being homeless. Also, she has been having problems with receiving her benefits. She said Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness (KCAH) are trying to help her.
11:15 We saw Jane and Mike near the Marketplace. We gave Jane her sleeping bag and she was very appreciative. She hugged us and thanked us and they walked off towards Eden Street.

12:55 Outside Hippodrome we spoke to the doorman there and he had called us because he was concerned about a young woman who was self harming and had a cut on her wrist which was bleeding. He said she was with a male. The manager described the male as tall and bearded in his 40s in a duffel coat. It sounded a bit like Jane and Mike who we saw earlier. So we decided to go back to see if Jane was ok.
1:10 Another homeless man we know C told us about the incident with Jane that we were called to at the Hippodrome earlier. Apparently C also noticed that she was bleeding from her wrist. He drew attention to this to the police. While he was talking to the police Jane walked away. C saw Jane get into a red Vauxhall 7 seater and told us part of the reg. number. He also said that Jane’s companion, Mike, was pimping her.

1:35 We decided to go to the police station as we were concerned for Jane’s safety.

3:20 Outside Zizzi’s we saw Jane. She came up and said to us “you told the police on me”. So we had a conversation with her and she admitted that the police had found her at College Roundabout and had interviewed her. She admitted that she had had sex for £50 tonight when we asked her about the red car.

Charlie: While Meryn spoke to the police officers, I had a longer conversation with Jane. I asked if anyone had made her do it and she said “no”. I asked her if there was anything else that we could do to help her feel safe and she said that she was just getting money together for alcohol for her and her friends and that she would be able to take care of herself but she thanked us for our concern. She said that she was going to meet Mike who was looking after the sleeping bag we had given her earlier.
3:25 We spoke to 2 policemen. They had in fact found Jane at the roundabout and interviewed her. They said that she had given them her full name and her age is 29 and she had shown them the cut on her wrist which they considered non-life threatening and therefore a reason not to section her. I asked the policeman if she had told them that she had had sex for £50 tonight. The policeman said no and asked me to report that to the front office at Kingston Police Station.

3:35 Kingston Police station. We reported that Jane had had sex for £50 and that she was now going to sleep out with Mike. We also reported that earlier in the evening when we had first met her on the river that she had gone up to a group of punters at the Ram, begged £20 off them, come back and given the £20 to Mike and said “There. Why do you complain about me? I’ve got £20 for you haven’t I?” As this is evidence of dependency we also reported this to the police.

*names have been changed to ensure anonymity
PLEASE PRAY For -  ‘Jane’ that she would be willing to accept help and find the courage and strength to escape her dependency issues.
THANK GOD For – all the different agencies working to help people like Jane
For the teams out this weekend: 
Friday: Tracey (L); Sue Liptrot; Katie Cooper; Need 1 more; Prayer Pastors: Dave P; Ray Taylor;

Saturday: Scott (L); Alison Holt; Joshua and Esther Doh; Prayer Pastors: Scott’s Home Group

MAKE A DATE
	Saturday 19 November 

3pm to 6pm
	Graduation Ceremony for new Street Pastors in Brixton, London

Free tickets available

	Sunday 20 November

 6.30pm
	Street Pastors Kingston Annual Celebration
 at Kingston United Reformed Church
Bishop Paul Hendricks is preaching


Sue Shaw, Deputy Co-ordinator, Street Pastors Kingston
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Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.

[image: image2.jpg]@t STREET
% PASTORS



