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Week ending 26th November 2016 

DISASTER AVERTED

On Saturday night at 3.20am the team were called to the Viper Rooms nightclub by Kingston Bridge. Apparently a young woman had tried to take her own life by throwing herself off Kingston Bridge. However she was stopped at the last moment. 
The team spoke to some of the onlookers to see if there is anything they could do in the way of providing emotional support. They also contacted CCTV and while they were thanked for the offer of assistance it was deemed there was nothing more to be done. 

According to a recent ChildLine report there has been a noticeable rise in young people struggling with their mental health. The causes of anxiety range from family concerns to worries about Brexit and the unrest in the Middle East.
PRAY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE SUFFERING WITH ANXIETY AND IDEAS OF SELF HARMING. Pray that they will find people they can trust to talk about difficult feelings and will come to see that God cares too.    
ROUGH SLEEPERS COUNT


Last Thursday night Deputy Coordinator Sue Shaw joined twenty or so council employees to count how many were sleeping out on the streets of Kingston. This was an initiative being duplicated in other towns and cities nationwide. In previous years an estimate has been taken. 
They were divided into small teams of 4 people and Sue was assigned to Matt Hatton who is the Director of Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness. They patrolled from around midnight to 3.15am and covered a large section of central Kingston. Matt knew all the ‘secret’ locations so they visited some very dark alleys, a number of loading bays, car parks and hidey holes where Matt expected to find people. By the end of the shift the team had counted 9 people, many Matt knew by name.

They met a ‘new’ rough sleeper, T, a well groomed man aged 57 who used a walking stick. He was trying to get comfortable lying on some large pieces of cardboard in a lorry loading bay. He told the team he was originally from up north and had been homeless for 33 years. He had no sleeping bag so the team picked one up for him from KCAH. He was very grateful. The team also met several Street Pastor Kingston ‘regulars’ including Mr M who was also given a sleeping bag. 

The total number for the whole of the borough was 23. Three of these were women. The majority were aged over 25. These figures were verified by a representative from ‘Homeless Link’ and then submitted to Central Government. 

PRAY THAT THIS COUNT WILL INFORM AND PROMPT THE GOVERNMENT TO RELEASE RESOURCES TO HELP TACKLE ROUGH SLEEPING. 
TOO DRUNK TO GET IN A CAB?
From time to time the teams come across people who have had far too much to drink and are at risk of being sick. In these cases the taxi drivers are at liberty to refuse to take them home. 
This scenario happened early Sunday morning when the team came across L, a young woman with her friend E. The problem was resolved by the team escorting them to Kingston Police station where they were allowed to sit in the waiting room for a couple of hours.  

THANK GOD THAT KINGSTON POLICE SUPPORT OUR WORK IN KEEPING PEOPLE SAFE

OXYGEN COMMISSIONING SERVICE

Kingston Street Pastors was set up as an Oxygen project almost 10 years ago by Oxygen trustees in partnership with local churches and has 
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Kingston Street Pastors was set up as an Oxygen project almost 10 years ago by Oxygen trustees in partnership with local churches. 
Oxygen is holding their annual Commissioning Service on Sunday 4th December at Surbiton New Life Baptist Church, 6 Langley road, KT6 6LN. The service starts at 6.30pm and all are welcome to celebrate their work among the young people of Kingston.   

THANK GOD FOR THE WORK OF OXYGEN AND PRAY FOR ITS CONTINUED GROWTH

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

The Street Pastor teams out this weekend:-

Friday: Tracey O’Shea (L); Anne Skinner; Isabelle McGrath; Scott Fraser; Prayer Pastors: Dave Pamphilon and Christiana Turay; Visitors: Simon Tanner and Simon Murray Jones
Saturday: Graham Hayman (L); Joshua and Esther Doh; Zainab Turay; Alan Dean; Prayer Pastors: tba
Sue Shaw, Deputy Co-ordinator, Street Pastors Kingston
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Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.
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