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Prayer Newsletter 553
                                              
19th and 20th May 2017 
Friday’s team: Brenda R (L); Phil M; Scott F; Katie C and Tessa M; PP: Ray T

Saturday’s team: Teresa J (L); Jonathan R, Chris B, Carole B; PPs: Lorna C, Rosette OB
HOMELESS AND VULNERABLE

Friday 10.45  Just opposite Maplin with homeless couple P and M. M is six months pregnant. Both are sleeping rough in a doorway.  M is clearly confused by things and has legal problems that she doesn’t seem to understand. She has got a midwife. They have one sleeping bag and lots of their stuff is damp from the last few nights and they are still trying to dry things out.  We will try to get them a sleeping bag later and a hot drink.
11.40  At the same time we have met a fairly new homeless gentleman, J.  Mr M came and called us over to talk to him as he was in a very distressed state, threatening to kill himself and being really unhappy.  We chatted to him and he is very distressed, we have called it in on the radio asking for the police and the mental health nurse and they have registered that they do need to come and attend to him. We have given J, P and M sleeping bags and blankets and had a good chat with all of them while waiting for a call back from the police.

We also had a conversation about faith with J – he says he believes in God and prays every day, but can’t believe that God loves him or that he is worthy of anyone’s love, because of his poor choices. We reassured him that God’s love isn’t dependent on our choices fortunately, and that Jesus died to save all of us.

00.05  We have been with J since 10.30.  Police are very busy and their triage nurse can't get to him so suggested that we take him to the police station where he will be warm and comfortable and they will look after him. J is still quite distressed but is coming with us in the hope that he will get some sort of help. We have left M and P ensconced in their doorway.   They have new sleeping bags and other bits and pieces we have managed to get hold of.  They seem quite relaxed and comfortable. We have found M's paper work and we have managed to dry it out for her.  We also charged M’s phone for her at the URC, for which she was grateful.

A WATCHFUL PRESENCE

Friday 02.00  On Clarence St two young gentlemen came up to us and said there was a couple arguing outside Pizza Hut where the girl saying that she wanted to go home and the gentleman wouldn't let her and was holding on to her.  We went over to see what was happening and we asked CCTV cameras to take a look. The girl was very distressed.  She was a young European girl and he was a Middle Eastern looking gentleman. She was upset that he would not let her go.  The door men from Pryzm came over to give us a hand. At the moment we are walking the young lady down the street with their assistance.  The gentleman is still following at a distance so we are going to hang around and make sure that he leaves her alone and goes off on his own.
We have spent time at the bus stop on Eden St with L, the young lady who was trying to get away from the gentleman.  We stood with her waiting for her bus as the gentleman was standing across the road ringing her multiple times on her phone.  It seems that this is a long standing problem and that he has been after her for a number of years and seems fairly obsessed with her.  We stopped the police as they were passing and they gave us a hand and had a word with him.  Unfortunately L got quite distressed about this as she was worried about the repercussions of the police talking to him.  We reassured her that they weren't going to arrest him but make sure that he didn't follow her home.  We saw her safely on to the bus and will pray that she gets home safely and there is some sort of long term resolution to this problem as it seems to have been going on for a number of years now.

Saturday 2.10  We saw across the road a young lady who was not able to stand up and was being held up by a girl friend with two men near her.  We went across to see if we could help.  The two young ladies were French. They are Erasmus students who are also working, one as a beautician.  The two young men had met them two weeks before and had arranged to meet them in Kingston.  One was celebrating his 26th birthday but it hadn't gone according to plan as one of the women was really drunk.  The two young women, especially the sober young woman, hadn't quite understood everything that was going on and the boys seemed to be organising it.  Teresa and the rest of the team felt that she was feeling really anxious and not sure she was really happy with their plans.  They got more and more defensive and said they were not trying to do anything bad, and “we will look after her”. 
It did sound as if they were trying to help her although they didn't have a straight story about what they were going to do.  At one stage they were not going to be driving the car that they had on the other side of the bridge as someone else was going to drive and then they were going to take her across to a friend who had a room where she could sober up.  Their story was not straight but they got so twitchy that we decided we would have to leave them. 
Fortunately two of us speak French so we talked to the young lady who seemed not to have understood everything. We asked questions so that we could tell her in French exactly what they were proposing. She was asking for clarification about where they were going to drive, who was going to drive, where is the car?  One of the young men asked us why we were asking questions as they didn't have to justify anything.  We are not 100% happy about having to leave them but it seemed as if the situation would escalate and become unpleasant if we stayed there.  We are going to keep an eye on them as we can see them from here.
THANK YOU GOD

· For leading the team to those in need so that they could help them to feel safe
PLEASE REMEMBER


· Alan Dean who awaits the results of further tests following his cancer diagnosis.
· Anne and Tony Geater who have decided to step down as Street Pastors
· The teams out this Friday and Saturday, led by Graham and Elaine
                                                    
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	Tues 13th June (7.30pm)
	Dementia Friends Training Course at KURC

	Thursday 13th  July 
         10am - 4pm
	National Prayer Pastor Conference with Les Isaacs and Faith Forster

at St Mark’s Church, Kennington. 
All Prayer Pastors welcome

	 Sunday 30th July
	Ride London - Sponsored Cycle ride 
SPK riders - Simon Tanner and Scott Fraser


Charlie Bamford, Co-ordinator, Street Pastors Kingston
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Street Pastors Kingston is a project coordinated by Oxygen a Kingston Based Youth Charity and is endorsed by Rt Rev Dr Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston and Chief Supt Glenn Tunstall, Borough Commander Kingston Police.
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