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We recruited two new Street Pastor trainees and 3 new Prayer Support Volunteers. We have three Friday teams, two
patrolling 8 pm - midnight, one patrolling 10.30 pm - 2.30 am; and two Saturday teams out from 11 pm to 2.30 am.

The number of patrols increased this year from 2020/21, which had been affected by COVID-19 lockdowns. Patrols
were generally quieter than other years and, due to changes in drinking habits, fewer people were in need of help.

2020/21
Patrols 46 14
Hours covered 184 40
Supporting vulnerable 16 0
Calming aggressive 9 1
Flip-flops 2 0
Lollypops ~1140 ~40
Water 25 5

Male Female Total 2020/21
Under 13 yrs 4 1 5 0
13 to 17 yrs 23 28 51 17
18 to 25 yrs 91 65 156 32
25+ years 105 45 150 55
Totals 223 139 362 104

People we met:
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Thank you to all our volunteers whose hard work and dedication has help us achieve another year of Caring, Listening
and Helping in our communities. Thank you too to all those individuals and organisations who have supported us in
so many ways throughout the last year from prayer and patrols to finances and provision of our base - Thank you!
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The year in patrols

Hello everyone. Firstly, thank you for reading our new Annual Report, we hope you enjoy the new
format and we are very grateful for your support for Wantage and Grove Street Pastors. It's been
a roller coaster year for myself and also for the charity, I moved with my family last August to
Wantage and prior to that, and subsequently, felt a call from God to be chair of Wantage and
Grove Street Pastors. The roller coaster ride carried on with learning the ropes and
understanding the charity that I was now chair of, with official duties starting in October at the
AGM. It has been a privilege to see what a wonderful charity this is as it seeks to serve, listen to
and care for the people of Wantage and Grove. It has been a challenging year as Covid has
impacted everything, but I have witnessed first-hand on the streets, as I joined a patrol as an
observer, how respected and well known the Street Pastors are! I am looking forward to the year
ahead, especially with the exciting project we are going to launch officially in the new academic
year. Thank you to everyone who is involved with Wantage & Grove Street Pastors, to those who
are prayer support volunteers, volunteer street pastors, to the trustees, to those who give, to

Nigel Watt for his hard work as co-ordinator and to all the churches that give financially and support us in so many
ways. It really has been a roller coaster ride so far and in reality I look forward to continuing the ride in the next year!

Paul Gander
Chair

APR 21
to

MAR 22

https://wantageandgrove.streetpastors.org.uk
https://ascensiontrust.org


Community involvement

Wantage & Grove Street Pastors works alongside and supports a number of local, regional and national groups.
However, our local Community Alcohol Partnership has not met for some time. We regularly contribute to the
Neighbourhood Action Group, which seeks to identify and resolve issues that arise in our local communities.
Street Pastor initiatives in our region share training events, best practice and resources. Coordinators meet together
throughout the year to organise a local training programme and to support and encourage each other.
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Charity overview
Trustees
Paul Gander - Chair (appointed October 2021)
Marj Lunn - Secretary
Michael Elliott - Treasurer
Steve West
Sarah Goodall
Hilary Moore
Vacancy for one more Trustee

Coordinator
Nigel Watt (part-time paid role)

Street Pastor Sundays
Vale Elim (online) - 30 May 2021
St John’s, Grove - 27 June 2021
Wantage Community Church - 30 January 2022
Wantage Baptist Church - 6 February 2022

Events & Fundraising
Sharon Tedford concert - 15 October 2021

Designated Safeguarding Officer
Anne Cheeseman - appointed March 2021

2021 AGM
Our 2020/21 AGM took place in October at the local Cornerstone Cafe. After the formal business, we had a fabulous
and challenging question from one of our Street Pastors who had noticed a decrease in opportunities to assist and
interact with people particularly since Shush closed. He was asking what changes might we make to remain relevant
in our community? As well as continuing our efforts to start Afternoon Patrols, the Looking to the Future section of this
report will give you an insight into an interesting and exciting new initiative we hope to launch soon.
CIO Progress
Members endorsed a proposal to transfer Wantage & Grove Street Pastors from an Unincorporated Group to a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) at our 2020 AGM. The paperwork was duly handed to the Ascension Trust
legal department to process and submit to the Charities Commission. As yet we are still waiting to hear back although
we have been given to understand that we are in amongst a large backlog of applications which are being dealt with
by a reduced number of staff.

How we helped on the streets
Following the end of covid
lockdowns in March 2021, people
started to go out at night again.
Large groups began gathering at
closing time and often there were
scuffles, disagreements and glass
bottles thrown. Street Pastors
maintained a calming influence,
encouraging people to make their
way home. On several occasions
the police were called to bring the
situation under control.
We cared for many vulnerable
women who were unwell, upset,
had been abandoned or were just

waiting for the bus. We also
supported several men who were
feeling victimised or had been
involved in a fight.
As well as giving flip-flops and
water, we used our mobile power
pack to help charge people’s mobile
phones.
We spent time chatting to people
and hearing about the different
situations they face, including a
man whose family business had
lost lots of money during the
pandemic lockdowns and a young
man who had recently come out of

prison and was starting to get back
to work.
It’s a real privilege to hear about
people’s lives, to spend time with
them and to encourage them for the
future. We prayed for one young
man who was nervous about going
on a date. He called his friends over
and asked us to pray for them to
have the peace of God – so we did!

For more information about our
activities, check out the Reports
page on our website.
See bit.ly/wgsp-reports

https://streetpastors.org/locations/wantageandgrove/category/reports/
https://streetpastors.org/locations/wantageandgrove/category/reports/
https://bit.ly/wgsp-reports


Financial overview
We ended the 2021-22 financial year with a surplus of £4,942 compared with a deficit of £1,788
in the previous financial year. The table below summarises our income and expenditure.
Our income from grants were significantly higher this year. This is mainly because last year's
grant from Oxfordshire CC was reduced because it was not paid when we were not patrolling due
to Covid restrictions. We also received some smaller but welcome grants from other supporters
of Wantage & Grove Street Pastors.
Covid-19 restrictions continued to reduced the income from individual supporters as for most of
the year we were unable to hold fundraising events or visit our supporting churches. However,
we are grateful to those supporters who give by standing order (18 in total) who have maintained
their giving at the same level as last year.
We are especially grateful for a substantial one-off donation from one of our supporting churches.

Expenditure has increased, partly due to operating more patrols and inflation, but mostly because we were now able
to resume training especially of new street pastors. We were also able to support another local SP initiative by paying
their Ascension Trust licence fee.
We are grateful for the continuing support we receive from members, the public and charitable bodies, especially at
this time when many are experiencing reductions in their income together with greater demands on available
charitable funds. Our work continues to be recognised and valued at all levels within the community. Thank you!

Michael Elliott
Treasurer

Income 2021/22 2020/21

SP training contributions Uniform & training fees from new Street Pastors 0 0

Church support Grove Free Evangelical Church, St John’s Grove,
Wantage Christian Fellowship 9,585 2,870

Grants Oxfordshire County Council, TV Police Community
Fund, Penuel and Kingsgrove Trusts 6,200 2,900

From Individuals 18 standing orders, and one-off donations 3,090 3,350

Events Sharon Tedford concert 645 0

Collecting boxes Cornerstone, Kings Centre and various pubs 197 134

Gift aid recovery 445 629

Total income £20,162 £9,883

Expenditure

Staff costs 9,808 9,629

Cost of fundraising Sharon Tedford concert 375 250

Training & Safeguarding 1,027 38

Operating costs Flip-flops and lollipops, refreshments for those on
duty, kit, mobile 'phone top-ups, printing, etc. 729 512

Ascension Trust fee 15% of income (except OCC grant) paid to
Ascension Trust 2,385 1,173

Donation To neighbouring SP initiative 800 0

Bank charges 96 69

Total expenditure £15,220 £11,671

Closing Bank Balance £20,379 £15,437

Reserves Policy
To maintain reserves of half our annual cost of operations.



Wantage & Grove Street Pastors

Street Pastors is an initiative of Ascension Trust, a Christian, inter-denominational organisation
with a passion to empower individuals to work together within their local community and nation.

Website: www.wantageandgrove.streetpastors.org.uk
Email: wantageandgrove@streetpastors.org.uk
Mobile: 07554 655 594
Facebook: facebook.com/wantageandgrovestreetpastors
Registered Charity: 1134429

Supported by grants from
Oxfordshire County Council
Police Property Act Fund
Wantage Town Council
Grove Parish Council

Looking to the future

Trustee Goals for 2022/23

Growing Our Online Presence
Coronavirus taught us many things; especially the
need to put what we do online to enable more
people to engage with the church. There are
many social media platforms available that reach
their own audience. We want to grow our online
presence on a number of media platforms to:
▶ Encourage the church to join us in prayer

and support us through volunteering and
financial giving.

▶ Engage with the local community to raise
our profile and bless people with
encouraging messages.

▶ Connect with 18-25 year olds who we
meet on the streets and provide helpful
information about the local night-time
economy.

▶ Reach out to younger people to let them know
who we are and what we do in Wantage and
Grove.

We hope to recruit someone at 3 hrs/week for this
role, starting September 2022.

Growing Our Prayer and Patrol Teams
Volunteers are fundamental to the Street Pastor
ministry; not least of all those who go out as Street

Pastors and those who support them in prayer
and with refreshments at the base. We
will always have to push forward with
recruitment in order to maintain our
presence in Wantage and Grove and to
continue to bring the love of Christ to
our communities.
But we don’t just want to maintain what
we’ve got - we want to grow! With only 5
teams going out each month, there is

plenty of space in the
calendar for more teams
- a third Saturday team,
for example.
We also would like to
start some afternoon
patrols to support
Wantage while there
are lots of young

people moving through the town after
school. But we will need your help if we are to
achieve these things.

Once again, thank you for your support of our work in our local communities.
For more information about our work or for details of how you can get involved, please visit our website or contact us
using the details below:

Each year our Management Committee sets goals to help focus our efforts and to ensure that we continue to
serve our community well. We centre our goals around the key areas of delivering patrols, finances and
relationships.
▶ Delivering Patrols:
• Increase the number of volunteers, Street Pastors and Prayer Support Volunteers
•Hold Street Pastor Sundays in each of the partner churches
• Set up an additional Saturday team
• Investigate and possibly initiate on-line street pastor presence
• Pursue daytime patrols

▶ Finance:
• Secure funding to cover our costs

▶ Relationships:
• Complete the transition of WGSP into a Charitable Incorporated Organisation
•Recruit new Trustee, particularly a Fundraising Lead

https://ascensiontrust.org
https://ascensiontrust.org
https://streetpastors.org/locations/wantageandgrove/
mailto:wantageandgrove@streetpastors.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/wantageandgrovestreetpastors

