
Following on from our AGM in July, we shared our vision to employ someone to help
us develop our online presence as an Online Networker. Connecting with people
online is an important way of sharing information about who we are and what we do.
We will be able to encourage people to get involved through prayer and financial
support and we will be able to connect with the people who we meet on the streets,
to share information about the night-time economy and how to stay safe. Different
social media platforms will help us connect with different people:

► Encourage the church to join us in prayer and support us through
volunteering and financial giving.

► Engage with the local community to raise our profile and bless people
with encouraging messages.

► Connect with 18-25 year olds who we meet on the streets and provide
helpful information about the local night-time economy.

► Reach out to younger people to let them know who we are and what we
do in Wantage and Grove.

We hope to recruit someone at 3 hrs/week for this role, starting October or
November 2022. If you know of someone who might be suited to this role,
please do contact us using the details on the reverse.

For more information on how we helped, check out our Reports page on our website:
www.wantageandgrove.streetpastors.org.uk

https://wantageandgrove.streetpastors.org.uk
https://www.wantageandgrove.streetpastors.org.uk


Check out our new-look Annual
Report for 2021/22 to catch up
with all the info on what we
achieved over the last financial
year.
Now available in print from
your Church rep, by emailing
us (details below) or from the
Reports page on our website
- see bit.ly/wgsp-reports

Wantage & Grove Street Pastors

Street Pastors is an initiative of Ascension Trust, a Christian, inter-denominational organisation
with a passion to empower individuals to work together within their local community and nation.

Website: www.wantageandgrove.streetpastors.org.uk
Email: wantageandgrove@streetpastors.org.uk
Mobile: 07554 655 594
Facebook: facebook.com/wantageandgrovestreetpastors
Registered Charity: 1134429

Supported by grants from
Oxfordshire County Council
Police Property Act Fund
Wantage Town Council
Grove Parish Council

Quiz & Curry Night
Join us for our Quiz & Curry Night on
Saturday 19 November, 7 pm at
Wantage Methodist Church.
Put the date in your diary and get
working on your team of 6 people.
£10 per person includes
curry, a soft drink and
lots and lots of fun!

Raising funds for
Wantage & Grove Street Pastors!

Annual Report 2021/22

Anne Cheeseman - SP & Designated Safeguarding Officer
I have been a Street Pastor for just over six years, having been commissioned in Reading
in February 2016. I am married to Nicholas, who was curate at Wantage Parish Church and
Holy Trinity Charlton many moons ago, and is currently the Area Director of Ordinands for
Berkshire.
When we lived in Reading, someone from our parish became a Street Pastor and I
attended her commissioning service. I was really inspired by the work the Street Pastors
were doing but at that time I was working full-time in a local school, so didn’t feel I would be
able to balance this with patrolling until 3.30am – even once a month.
However, when I left my job in August 2015, I immediately approached the local
Coordinator to see if I could observe a patrol and train to be a Street Pastor. I was keen to

serve God in my local community in a practical way and felt that this was something God was calling me to do.
Although we moved to Grove in September 2016, I felt I should continue to serve as a
Street Pastor in Reading. However, when lockdown came and night-time patrols were
suspended for many months, it felt like the right time to transfer to Wantage & Grove.
Reading is obviously much bigger and busier than Wantage and Grove, with a huge
number of clubs, bars and pubs. With teams of 6 to 8 Street Pastors we would split into
two teams and patrol different parts of the town centre, racking up several thousand
steps over the course of the night.
A typical shift would involve supporting several people who were very inebriated – either
being sick or in a state of semi-consciousness – and this was often exacerbated by drug
use. We were fortunate to often have conversations with a wide range of people, from
those simply enjoying a night out to those living largely – or completely – on the streets.
As in Wantage and Grove, the response we got from most people was very positive.
Patrolling in Wantage and Grove is much less busy – and definitely involves less vomit! We don’t have radio
contact with the police here, which means it can take longer to get support if a fight breaks out as the police are
not always immediately available – which can be a little scary. On a lighter note, another difference is the lollies!
In Reading we didn’t have Vimto lollies – but Drumstick lollies were always in high demand.
Recently I was appointed as the Designated Safeguarding Officer for Wantage & Grove Street Pastors.
Safeguarding has always been important to me and I have been a Designated Safeguarding Lead in several of
the organisations I have worked for over the last 18 years. I am currently the Parish Safeguarding Officer for my
church (St John’s, Grove), which also involves me carrying out DBS checks, so I felt this was something I could
offer to Wantage & Grove Street Pastors, when the vacancy arose.
If you have ideas for how we can improve our Safeguarding procedures – or would like more support, training or
information – please feel free to contact me directly: anneccheeseman@gmail.com (please note the extra c in
the middle, or your email will go to a long-suffering lady in America!).
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