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Saturday 21st June, the longest day of the year was a busy night in Wantage. Friends meeting
up, lonely people out for a drink, young people, some of whom were too young to go to the pub,
police patrols dealing with incidents, were just some of the people we met that night.

It was also the night we repeated the Wantage & Grove
Y Street Pastors’ Great Pastie Give-Away. Affectionately
d known as the Street Pasties, Street Pastors from
across the teams, joined by some of our Prayer Support
Volunteers, gathered to pray before handing out 60
warm, tasty pasties in just over 90 minutes. Thank you |
Sainsbury’s for the generous donation of the pasties.

Mary Lunn “They’re free”? “Free?” we were asked on many
Trustee occasions. “Yes”. “Free”. “Enjoy”. It's hard to believe {

that anything is free these days. Yet as Christians we know the greatest gift &
of salvation is free as the price has already been paid. We also know that this
gift allows us to love others as we have been unconditionally loved (1 John N
4:19). Deep appreciation and gratitude by many for the work we do in the
night-time economy in our town, caring, listening and helping is a blessing —
why don’t you come and join us? '

How we helped on the streets

One of our patrols met a lady who had been drinking and had become bad-tempered.
Having lent her jacket to her friend she asked us for a space blanket to help keep her
warm. On top of this she realised that she had left her handbag in one of the pubs and
went off to find it. Our team caught up with her later on and checked that she had found
her bag and that she and her friend had a way of getting home. They assured us that a
lift was on its way.

Our afternoon patrol met a group of girls and a boy in Wantage and spent some time
chatting with them about Wantage, Grove and life generally. They also met a young man
- who shared with them about his life, relationships, the anxiety he suffers and his faith.

In Grove our team met a young lad standing at the bus stop on his own. He was heading
home from a friend’s house sooner than expected and was on the phone to his mum. Our
| Street Pastors offered to wait with him - which his mum thought a great idea. The bus
arrived five minutes later. He didn’t have any money so we were very happy to pay his
fare.

A number of our teams met a homeless man in Wantage and were able to buy him some
hot fopd and a drink. He had a friend with him and was able to stay with him on one
occasion.

Our afternoon team patrolled at the end of July, on the last day of term for KA Academy. They chatted with lots of young
people who were looking forward to the school holidays, although some had work to do in preparation for Year 13.

AGM 2025 and awards!

We held our 2025 AGM on Tuesday 1 July at King Alfred’s Head in Wantage. Thank you to
everyone who was able to attend. This was the last AGM of the old WGSP charity and will allow us
to close down the old charity later this year.

After the business of the AGM, we enjoyed some wonderful refreshments. A huge ‘thank you’ to King
Alfred’s Head for allowing us to use their upper room free of charge and for a great buffet.

We ended the evening with a very special award ceremony! Our chair, Paul Gander, dressed to
the nines in his DJ, gave the awards to Street Pastors, Prayer Support Volunteers, Trustees
and others. Many of the awards drew on the hidden talents in our teams and the very unique
skills and abilities that people bring to this wonderful ministry. All in all, it was lots of fun. One
person said it was the best AGM they’ve ever been to! High praise indeed!



https://wantageandgrove.streetpastors.org.uk

Who we are and what we do! ﬂ; i.f
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I{I‘j On a foundation of prayer and giving, 10 local
. churches partner, with support from other local
r%:g churches, (that's 135 Friends), to deliver Street

Pastor patrols in Wantage and Grove month by
month.

A board of up to 9 Trustees, together with the
Coordinator (a part-time paid role) form the
Management Committee and steer the charity and
its work, ensuring that we meet our Charitable Aims
and Objectives.

Our Coordinator manages our Street Pastor and
Prayer Support Volunteers (among other things),
ensuring everything is in place for safe and
successful patrols.

Each month our 5 Street Pastor and Prayer
Support teams patrol in Wantage and Grove
seeking to Care, to Listen and to Help those in
need. One of those teams now patrols on a Friday
afternoon each month.

Our Designated Safeguarding Officer looks after
DBS Checks and handles any safeguarding issues SOCIAL
as and when they are raised from the patrols. MECIA

CHANNELS
Lion Tree Media manage our Social Media

% Channels and help to publicise all the good work
we are doing. b to public g W That's an amazing 45 people working together to help

bring the the love of Christ to the people of Wantage and
Grove month by month - Caring, Listening, Helping.

In many of our churches we have a Church Rep,
who helps us pass on information and encourage
new recruits to get involved.

Curry & Quiz Night 2025 B I G R
That's rightt Wantage & Grove Street BEMTMW R

Pastors Curry & Quiz night is back for 2025
BIGGER and BETTER* than ever!

Each year, our Curry & Quiz Night draws
teams of all sorts of people from the
local area - so many teams that we
have to turn a few teams away. But
maybe not this year, because we've
gone BIGGER on the venue!

* not necessatrily! &

Curry & Quiz Night -
Saturday 8 November
7 pm, Old Mill Hall, Grove

More details and booking info
coming soon!
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